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The Alto Clef sits in the middle of the grand staff. 
The middle line is middle C 

 
Violin and viola have identical technique. 

Therefore, if a violinist learns to read Alto Clef,  
they can play viola and violin with the same proficiency. 

 
The same is true in reverse. 

Violists can play violin by learning treble clef. 
 

It is possible to learn Alto Clef in a few hours! 
 

If you do not have a viola, 
you can get started using your violin. 

You already have the A, D & G strings. 
You can use your G string to practice the C string notes.  

 
If you have a viola, play a few scales. 

Your fingers will quickly adjust to the slightly larger spacing. 
 

Study the first three pages that follow. 
Start with the open strings. 

Then memorize the notes on each string. 
 

It is very important to learn note names! 
Say or think the note names as you play or 

alternate playing, then saying the note names. 
This will help you with accidentals! 

 
























